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Through the first several decades of computing, two data storage abstractions/paradigms dominated common
practice: Files and relational databases. While there is significant potential overlap between their use, it is
often easy to decide which is more efficient for a particular application or workload. However, over the last
twenty years, teh rise of new patterns for parallel and distributed computing (i.e., those now loosely grouped
under the “cloud” umbrella) have brought to the fore other kinds of storage technologies and techniques.
Among this new group of options are NoSQL stores, object stores, and key-value stores.

The lines between these storage technologies are blurred, both because of overlapping application benefits
and different design choices for various types of packages. What kinds of workloads benefit most from each
paradigm? Who might an HPC user leverage these technologies? This talk will address these questions and
more.
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